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Forum Agenda  

 

Singleton Civic Centre, Singleton  

Friday 18 th  November 2016, 9am ï 5pm  

0900  

 

Welcome and Acknowledge Traditional Owners  

Lena Hammond, OzGREEN Facilitator  

Group activity ï introductions (very brief)  

0920  Group Activity ï getting to know your Skittles  

0940  Stepping Stones ï Looking Beyond the Finish Line  

Jaci Tebb, Stepping Stones Program Manager  

0950  Group Activity -  What is already happening in the Hunter Valley?  

1020  Morning tea  

1050  Native Grasses and Forbs  

Cameron Archer, Primary Industries Education Foundation  

1120  Woodland Bird Biodiversity in the Dry Forests of the Cessnock 
Region  

Mick Roderick, Birdlife Australia  

1150  Group activity ï prioritise Hunter biodiversity values and threats  

1220  

 

Group activity ï Visioning the future of the Great Eastern Ranges 

projects in the Hunter Valley  

1250  Lunch  

1350  Eastern Quoll Breeding and Release  

Andrew Dally, Australian Reptile Park  

1420  Group activity ï How can we achieve this vision?  

1530  Afternoon Tea  

1600  Breakout partner groups -  What are you prepared to do?  

1630  Next steps and closing comments  

Jaci Tebb, Lena Hammond OzGREEN  

1645  Feedback  

1700  Drinks and canapés and farewell  
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The 2016 Hunter Great Eastern Ranges Forum was held in November in Singleton, New South 

Wales. Over 25 environmental land managers, planners, scientists and community engagement 

partners joined the Forum to share information and their experiences. 

Presentations from each of the guest speakers at the 2016 forum can be viewed by following the 

following link: www.gersteppingstones.org.au/index.php/ger-forum-2016-highlights-and-guest-

speaker-presentations. 

 

Forum Context 

The overall Great Eastern Ranges funding has ceased. Some partnerships have continued under 

alternative project funding. This is the case for the Hunter Valley, under Stepping Stones funding. 

The Stepping Stones project is due to wind up in June 2017. The GER Committee has been 

working on Strategic Plan to try and plan for an alternative funding model and to ensure 

continuity into the future (either funded or unfunded). One purpose of the 2016 Stakeholder 

Forum was to gain input from stakeholders into this process. 

Presentation: Stepping Stones ς Looking Beyond the Finish Line 

Jaci Tebb, Stepping Stones Program Manager 

PowerPoint available here. Additional speaking notes:  

There is overwhelming evidence that humans are affecting landscape negatively and that the 
ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ humans (i.e. Anthropocene period). However, humans 
can also have a positive influence ς this has been the aim of Stepping Stones over last 5 years.  

Outcomes of project: some captured by project deliverables, but we will really only see the real 
impact of the project beyond the next 5 years.  

http://www.gersteppingstones.org.au/index.php/ger-forum-2016-highlights-and-guest-speaker-presentations
http://www.gersteppingstones.org.au/index.php/ger-forum-2016-highlights-and-guest-speaker-presentations
http://www.gersteppingstones.org.au/index.php/ger-forum-2016-highlights-and-guest-speaker-presentations
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Some outcomes not measured within 
project deliverables: attitudinal shift in 
land-holders that caring for land can bring 
economic benefits as well as caring for 
nature. A lot of anecdotal feedback 
regarding the positive mental health 
impact of the project (e.g. one landholder 
reported that Boxthorn had been a large 
and long-term issue for them causing 
significant stress. Stepping Stones has 
alleviated this). 

Important to acknowledge the large time 
and financial commitment from 
landholders to ensure survival of plantings.  

 

Presentation: Native Grasses and Forbs 

Cameron Archer, Primary Industries Education Foundation 

PowerPoint available here. Additional speaking notes:  

Importance of travelling stock reserves ς Opportunity to develop inventory or native stock 
reserves. Local Land Services holds role to undertake this but is reliant on input of community. 

If we want to change and get connectivity on private land, need to develop a narrative that is 
accepted by traditional graziers. 

Presentation: Woodland Bird Biodiversity 

in the Dry Forests of the Cessnock Region 

Mick Roderick, Birdlife Australia 

PowerPoint available here.  

 

  

http://www.gersteppingstones.org.au/index.php/ger-forum-2016-highlights-and-guest-speaker-presentations
http://www.gersteppingstones.org.au/index.php/ger-forum-2016-highlights-and-guest-speaker-presentations
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Eastern Quoll Breeding and Release 

Andrew Dally, Australian Reptile Park ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ !Ǌƪ 

No PowerPoint presentation. See: www.devilark.org.au. Video clips: 

YouTube: Tasmanian devils need YOUR help 

YouTube: Introducing Aussie Ark 

The Tasmanian Devil is the largest carnivorous mammal in the world. It is a top-level predator 

and thus very important to ecosystem. It contributes to keeping feral animals and pests under 

control (e.g. cats and foxes). 

Undertook research on the impact of lower Devil numbers on 

quoll populations. Expected that quoll umbers would have 

increased due to lower competition. However, in areas where 

low levels of devils also low numbers of quolls. Concluded 

that, Devils had been keeping pest populations under control. 

Devils known to eat young cats and foxes. 

{ǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ !Ǌƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ Houses 25% of captive devils 

in Australia, but takes only 6% of cost of captive breeding. 

Good example of role of private sector and philanthropy in 

conservation efforts. Allows the park to be more flexible and 

innovative on how we operate.  

Vision is to undertake re-wilding programme. Large scale 

conservation project, targeting quolls, wallabies, and devils). Controversial in Australia ς 

untested. No ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘΦ  

Big threats to eastern quolls are feral cats, foxes, and habitat destruction and 
degradation. Threat of pests outweighs degraded habitat (i.e. species can survive on 
fairly degraded landscapes, as long as they have freedom to breed outside of threat of 
pests). Can play role in restoration of ecosystems. 

Group Activities 

Attendees went through a series of group activities, 

which were designed to explore the following questions: 

¶ What is already happening in the Hunter Valley  

¶ How should Hunter biodiversity values and threats 

be prioritised? 

¶ What is our vision for the future of the Great Eastern Ranges projects in the Hunter Valley? 

¶ How can we achieve this vision? 

¶ What are you prepared to do? 

http://www.devilark.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxVjv_pZrOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lyj_kHJ7S8g
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The outcomes of these discussions are presented below. 

Group Activity: What is already happening in the Hunter Valley? 

¶ Hunter Farm Forestry Network 
Mentoring Scheme 

¶ Peri-urban general rural plantings ς 
whitebox 

¶ Denman tree planting in reserves by 
scouts and schools 

¶ Gresford Aboretum 

¶ Creation of National Parks in 
Cessnock LGA ς Watagans and 
Werakata 

¶ Hexam Swamp National Park 

¶ Wading bird habitat 

¶ Barrington ς Scotch Broom control involving National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
Local Land Services and Private landholders 

¶ IƻƴŜȅ [ƻŎǳǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿort 

¶ Merriwa Landcare undertaking native seed collection and propagation 

¶ Martindale Landcare: Native grasses and native bees workshops 

¶ Lower Hunter: Aboriginal education in land management 

¶ Mines are undertaking revegetation and capacity building 

¶ Tom Farrell Institute is holding a conference on mine rehabilitation, focusing on 
revegetation and corridors. 

¶ Different groups are undertaking bird and frog surveys, included funded projects, 
Hunter Bird Observers Club and Earthwatch. This is building knowledge and data.  

¶ Educational programs in schools (e.g. Great Eastern Rages, Council programs, 
Waterwatch, Catchment management, recycling, gardening) 

¶ Increased understanding of lantana in Cessnock 

¶ Merriwa to Sandy Hollow rail corridor 

¶ Native grasses: understory already happening at mine sites. There is an 
opportunity to learn from expertise. 

¶ Relationships with local councils (e.g. National Tree Days) 

¶ In Lower Hunter, Singleton Landcare is tackling African Olive 

¶ Local Land Services Beef Industry Regenerative Agriculture initiative focusing on 
soils and pastures. 

¶ Local Land Services property vegetation plans 

¶ Work by Local Land Services to control feral animals, including wild dogs and pigs 
(including upper Hunter, Black Hill, Merriwa) 
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Group Activity: How should Hunter biodiversity values and threats be prioritised? 

Points in Ψ.ƻƭŘΩ were identified as top values or threats. 

Threats: 

¶ Climate Change 

¶ Invasive species 

¶ Community division 

¶ Irresponsible agriculture 

¶ Air pollution and dust from mining 

¶ Politics 

¶ Land use policy 

¶ Reduction of habitat for pollinating 

insects 

¶ Water quality and security 

Values: 

¶ Amount of biodiversity 

¶ People 

¶ Remnant vegetation: Soil health, Bird 

populations, Habitat 

¶ Landscape structure 

¶ Growing green conscience 

¶ Wollemi National Park 

¶ Birds 

Group Activity: What is our vision for the future of the Great Eastern Ranges projects in 

the Hunter Valley? 

The following vision statement was developed on the day:  
 

άTo develop, promote and implement the best land, water and 
biodiversity conservation restoration education and sustainability 
outcomes for the Hunter Valley.έ 

 

The outcomes of this vision would be: Legislated development controls, Development of 
ecotourism, School programs, Conservation corridors, Fire control, and Climate 
resilience. 

Notes from the visioning activity that helped to arrive at this statement are overleaf.  

  




